
Hi Matt,
 
Engines installed in mills in the 1920s could be from a variety of 
manufacturers. A single pair of millstones would need an engine of 10 to 
12 BHP output.
 
The 1920s is a bit early for a full diesel engine (cold starting ignition by 
compression alone) like the Ruston Hornsby 4YHR currently at 
Thelnetham – these were built in the 1930 to 1960 period. An earlier 
series – M-types were lamp start four strokes produced from c.1920 to 
1930.
 
In the 1920s the fuel for an engine could be paraffin, gas oil (equivalent to 
diesel) or petrol, but as mills were run on a budget, petrol was the most 
expensive, so least likely to be used in a mill.
 
A four stroke engine would have a very regular exhaust beat, so your 
description of 'putta-putta-put' might point in the direction of a two stroke 
engine.
 
Petters were a major manufacturer of two stroke engines – smaller 
engines of the M-series were petrol or paraffin fuelled and had spark 
ignition. Larger engines of the S-series were semi-diesel like the Ruston 
M-type – the cylinder head had to be heated to start the engine on gas oil 
or paraffin with some lubricating oil added, but once started the blowlamp 
could be shut down. S-types were made in the appropriate power range 
for running a pair of millstones.
 
Other manufacturers of two strokes included local firm (Ipswich) 
Ransomes, Simms & Jefferies  (Wizard models) and others, but none 
were as prolific as Petters.
 
You should be able to see and hear the distinctive exhaust sounds in 
videos of Petter S-type engines in YouTube videos.
 
Hope that helps.


